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The  -aLib  family  was  one  of  t,h e.  first  families  in  Folk  county, 
they  have  n  place  in  all  th  ••  countv  records,  among  the  first  to 
enter  land,  and  taking  part  in  those  plon  cr  events.  They  were  a 
pioneer  family  in  America.  They  lived  for  a  short  time  in  Kentucky, 
and  they  were  a  pioneer  family  in  Indiana  just  at  the  hr -"kin*  out 
of  th  e  'hr  of  1°]^.  They  orne  to  Iowa  lust  af  t  -r  this  area  had  been 
p*t  off  as  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  and  we  make  the  statement  that 
‘71111  am  Lamb  'was  the  first  man  here  to  become  an  afrriculturali  st . 

Tj.mos  remb  was  the  fir-t  one  of  the  family  In  America,  coming  in 
177'.  The  fami  1  '  in  England,  prior  to  this  date,  had  met  the  dis¬ 
favor  of  '.,jli3h  offiSiale  and  had  located  in  Hoot  land.  Then  .Tames 
fzfc  j^amb,  then  living  in  Scotland,  came  to  America,  he  joined 

the  colonies  in  thi er  effort  for  liberty,  and  served  in  the  colonial 
army . 

Aft  r-r  tlte  <ar  he  locate!  in  Kentucky  and  there  married  Hannah 
foone,  a  cousin  of  Daniel  Poowe,  the  Kentuc  y  pioneer.  ’r.  Lamb  was 
not  satisfied  with  conditions  as  he  found  them  in  Kentucky,  e.speo- 
i  'lly  as  to  slavery,  and  in  ]nn  he  went  to  Indiana  with  his  family. 

■I^e  family  in  Polk  county  have  th-  record  that  Mr.  Lamb  purchased 
some  fourteen  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Yayne  county,  Indiana,  for 
which  lie  Dai.d  x<?  two  dollars  ner  acre.  The  family  her-  also  ahave 
a  fine  photograph  of  the  large,  two-d-tory  stone  house  which  Mr.  Lamb 
snd  his  snns  erected  at  what  became  Richmond,  Indiana'. 

ndiana  mo  a  pioneer  country  at  this  date,  and  Mr.  Lamb  while 
living  there  was  in  the  ar.ny  under  -enera  Anthony  Jayne  in  t.h<j  0a»- 
oampaKma  Wnet  the  Indians.  Jaaea  ;.»,b  <11  «1  in  Indiana  atl^  a»e 

ftS  yWP8'  m'd  ':r3*  J'a'b  el«'  «»«  of  70  years.  The  children 
re.  J.wet  «tah  w,  r,  »*  ,rn  Vt»ey.  mil*,,  .Tohn 
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of  Jr,  and 


Catherine,  l-'annah,  Joapeh,  and  Jane. 

'fillir*m  Lamb,  of  this  family,  •**•*«  came  to  Jeff  arson  countv,  Towa, 

In  1041,  and  t  1  Polk  county,  e  rlv  in  ‘he  soring  of  104 n,  The  11  st  of 
?lr*»t  .families  in  P^lk  county  in  IrMC,  srivies  ’ov  3."iflrham,  gives  the 
number  of  the  filliam  Limb  family  ao  twelve  persons'. 

Ihen  Captain  Junes  \iien  .vas  at  Vort  Sanford,  not  far  from  ^air¬ 
field,  Jefferson  county,  in  the  winter  of  into,  nrenarlncr  to  estab- 
11  sh  the  new  military  post  at  the  1  notion  of  the  Haoooon  river  with 
the  Des  doines  ,  lie  contracted  with  raen  to  open  up  farms  In  this  rich 
valley  of  the  uoopr  Lea  Moines  river,  to  furnish  grain  crops  for  the 
garrison  at  the  post}  which  wa3  being  planned  there  for  three  years, 
while  *he  Indians  still  had  possession  of  the  land.  7illiara  Lamb  was 
one  of  the  men  who  had  a  srawtast  contract  with  army  officials  to  open 
ud  «ucb  a  f«v\n,  the  «*  rr1  «on  to  us®  all  "rain  «nd  hav  supplies  fur- 

w 

nl  eh  ed  . 

Th  •  spring  of  lfV1  g  was  a  no  st  interesting  oeriod  to  thi  a  area,  and 
■"as  the  be7  inning  of  Polk  oount.y  history.  Till  lam  Lamb  oawe  very  ©arlv 
in  the  gyring  to  begin  his  work  as  a  farmer,  -nd  during  the  summer  was 
one  of  the  first  farmers  Jn  this  agricultural  region.  Tills  same  season 
came  to  this  region  John  P.  and  Alexander  Pcott,  they  having  contracts 
with  army  officials  to  open  ud  farms,  Cantiin  Allen,  knew  of  these  larr 
prairie  lands  here,  and  well  knew  that  they  could  produce  much  of  the 
Buppiles  needed  by  the  garrison. 

It  is  well  known  to  all  historiona  that  when  Captain  Allen  came  to 
♦his  area,  he  Ben  noted  a  tract  of  one  square  mile,  as*  a  government  res- 
erv.at'on,  on  the  enrost  side  of  the  river.  The  Gcott  ia«n  were  given 
a  farm  of  one  sect  1  on  of  la-*d  across  the  river  ,  e  ’  st  from  the  post. 

The  Indian  Traders,  the  Fwln*  brothers,  were  given  a  -  their  claim,  a 
half  section  of  land,  lust  north  o'*  the  fcott  claim.  T  e  Indian  hirer.! 
un  ! er  the  direction  of  Major  i'ohn  '’each,  was  gl>"rn  a  half  section  of 
land  for  the  looation  of  Ills  .grnov  md  buildings  needed 
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thi  c  claim  being  east  of  Mir-  foott  claim.  T^ero  was  also  provision 
made  for  the  American  .’ur  Company,  the  fur  business  b^inv  an  Import¬ 
ant  part  in  connection  with  the  Indians  here,  who  numbered  some  2,500 

.  .  _  i 

people  here.  The  fur  company,  'n  charge  of  Phnlos  Brothers,  were  giver 
a  o  aim  of  a  half  section'  -f  land,  .lust  south  of  the  Indinn  Bureau 
claim,  and  east  of  the  Scott  claim. 

These  claims,  aboce  mentioned,  were  the  bottom  lands  ea  -t  of  the 
river,  md  further  east  over  the  timber  and  brush  land,  o^  the  present 
Oaoitol  grounds,  extending  two  miles.  This  brings  us  to  the  broad 
open  prairie  land  ©ist  of  Capital  Bill,  and  thin  area  received  the  tit 
Agency  Prairie.  It  was  on  this  prairie  land  that  Ulliam  Lamb  was 
*i v  en  hi  o  cliim  of  a  half  sect!  n  of  land  to  open  up  a  farm.  jthj  e  Bee¬ 
son  same  nl  ex  and  er  turner,  and  lie  had  a  claim  near  the  Lamb  claim,  and 
b©f?an  hi s  fa^taincr.  This  L  mb  family  of  twelve  persons  opened  up  this 
farm  in  these  beginning  years  of  Polk  county  history.  dr.  Lamb  was  a 

well  known  .tnn  here  for  serer  1  years,  and  then  they  removed  to  Lee 
county,  I own. 

Newton  j-^amb,  who  had  come  to  Jefferson  oounty,  with  his  father  in 
1*41,  came  with  hi  a  father  to  Poll:  county,  the  first  veer,  and  was  ass 
oiated  with  him  here,  but  he  did  not  move  his  family  here  until  1*4 « . 

-evton  '  nnb  was  born  in  Indiana,  In  l^m,  end  rarer/  to  manhood  or. 
his  other’s  farm  there.  Tn  1*41  he  married  o-rol  ne  ^ns,  she  born 
in  •■•Mo  in  in?'’,  and  that  ve-r  they  came  to  Iowa  with  his  father* 

-am  in  184  3,  he  Joined  his  father  Ln  the  beginning  of  Folv  oounty  lif 
had  Ms  oalim  o.  a  half  section  of  land  here,  and  in  184^  mnv«i  his 
ily  train  Jefferson  oounty,  to  Vency  *>»irt,..  bean  here  he  h*d 

alS  0rtbia  '"6'ldy  1,1  i,v'  in  the  fir  at  '.Vinter.  Peter  *«vo,y„„r, 

r  ad  to  Josa  :.a:nb,  had  coae  to  -’ort  :)es  Moines  with  the  troops  in  jfM« 
he  hemp  a  mechanic,  and  had  oharsre  of  buifcHn*  the  post  hdljin..  that 
The  post  'vas  completed  the  first  year,  and  the  tarns  er  of  ln-M 
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Ciptain  Allen  bwr-n  the  buildinst  of  roads  to  connect  Port  Des  .4olne* 


'^tth  the  ma  and  south.  Peter  t'evconer  built  a  brldr?«  across  Pour 
’Mile  ore  eh  directly  rnn  of  ‘ho  noat,  on  a  road  to  lend  to  Tow*  Olty. 
‘‘or  the  building  of  this  briddc  he  w*a  riven  a  toaif  claim  on  a  half 
"cation  of  land.  This  olniin  ho  «el  oted  alonr  the  river,  south  of  the 
post,  and  beinp  a  relaitve  of  the  lamb  men,  by  marriacre,  thfeir  claims 
were  located  together,  the  three  claims  bordering  the  river,  from  what 
is  known  *  a  i«  •'•oo.ier  la  bend,  no'r-  th* .Yin  ter-et  bridge,  a*  f*r  the 

r’lvrr  *p  tile  rieotrio  «.l*ht  olant.  1937*049 

hy  the  uni o  of  ~'-*ton  Lamb  and  Caroline  Fvans  were  horn  fourteen 
children,  five  o*  wh '  om  died  in  early  life.  Those  livlnj?  In  Polk 
countv  boinr?:  I’n  -rVtt  married  Austin  *arr*tt:  -Tones  Marri  -d  Rebecca 
StooVdnlejObo-r  Karri  ed  Louise  Cat'  ews;  Henry  married  ’drinker- 

hoff  •  Tra  vmr~i  *d  "di  s  Y *r*-y ;  mni  e  Ha**rl  -d  John  D.  '•’inch;  Florence 
narri  ed  '-'allace  Mftrlole;  Ora  married 
Rosanna  married 

Die  olnia  Jr,  f  <mh  “ad  tie  enter-rt  ln  ln<iu  from  the  government.  The 
fir-t  home  he  had  on  tMw  clal*  was  *  rude  In*  ciMn,  end  hie  8(Wond 

.louse  here  vaa  also  a  loo  cabin.  Later  he  had  a  well  Improved  farm, 

9-Tivl  0  not  tli q. t  A  ^ m o/  y*  h  i  >**1  &  *.70  a  >*., « 4  t  ,a 4  _ 

rrnirie  v7a3  ouildlnff  up.  h>  saw  all  tW 

Chan.es  com,,,-  as  rapid!-,  a,  they  did.  The  railroad  tr-ck.  have  crossed 

the  farm,  «tr*»tu  have  been  op  aped  up  and  paved.  This  has  become  the 

factory  district  of  iles  iioines.  Tor  sometime  he  was  in  bee  township, 

then  in  f  ant  township,  and  he  live!  to  see  -he  dity  e^end  out  and 
in  six  of  ’da  farm. 

•r.  --a-ib  ene-red  all  his  life  in  the  cult!  va.  ion  of  he  soil,  lackin 
to  some  extent  the  culture  and  literary  taeke  of  some  people,  hut  he 
opened  up  the  way  -hat  others  ni.ht  follow.  i  „Drl(rht  ln  aU  „ 

d-.lin.e.  he  ,Ae  a  violinist,  end  at  the  tlw-  he  brought  Me  fanl  1  y  to 
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Pol*  c  unty  in  10dr),  they*  were  not  many  musical  instruments  in  thi» 


area.  V  *  venture  that  his  home  was  th "  center  of  entertainment  with  hi 
•  violin,  and  tblit  he  -•  *nt  to  neighbors  to  *nterttrtr>  t*»  «-i . 

"r.  o'* -lb  died  in  1892,  'irud  ~>u„  "irt 

•> 

P*t  r  Vevcnmer,  n  relative  o"  the  Lamb  family  by  carriage,  wae 
born  In  Maryland  in  1812,  end  like  many  vountr  men  south  of  Uaeon  and 
Dixon's  line,  he  came  north.  /r.  K®wooiner  firwt  came  to  7avn*  county, 
Indiana,  end  doubtless  here  he  first  net  fh*  [,-r.ab  family.  Later  he 
liv^<l  in  Ohio,  and  in  l£Ml  lie  came  to  Jefferson  county,  Iowa,  and  here 
in  18-JP  he  inn  ri  ed  doeanna  Lamb,  sh  e  beincr  born  !n  Vavne  county,  In¬ 
diana,  in  18.  ,  and  came  to  Jefferson  county  with  her  par  nta  in  1841, 

ir.  Newcomer  cam*  to  l-’o -t.  Dea  Moines  with  th-'  first  troona  end  in  19.44 
he  •’taxe^l  hi..<  claim,  and  located  it.  /hen  the  government  survey  was 
•nade  and  he  entered  the  claim  it  was  section  18,  township,  70,  ranee 
2*,  beinrr  at  first  in  Orant  township,  nd  since  1090  included  in  the 
City  of  Des  Moines.  he  built  his  loot  cabin  on  the  farm,  which  lie  im¬ 
proved  very  rapidly,  this  first  cabin  b  el  nr  a  story  and  a  half  hijrh, 

*nl  1,1  1  1  "  ’1-“  livi^  Until  he  hul  It  till,  fine  rnidmoe  so  -7*11  known  to 
n».nv  P«oDle  W  o  01S8M  that,  ivay,  th*  home  beinp  destroyed  by  fire. 

•iv  til'1  union  oi  .'et  er  aewcome'’  end  fionanna.  Lamb  'i.p.  born  tivo 
daughters,  Anna  and  da-  »1*.  :.«r.  and  <ra.  Ve-comer  continue!  to  live  on 

th-  far*  for  atony  yera  -nd  then  moved  to  r.ouianana,  be  dvimt  there  in 
ln:n’  a,ld  ;4rn*  3“*o««er  died  at  Stockton,  daliforni*  in  lhO-t . 

Anna  Wewcoier  »u  born  on  A  enoy  Prairie,  Polk  county,  day  so, 

IP'! 3.  It.  la  v.  matter  of  re  ord  that  four  babies  were  born  in  the  Polk 
oounty  area,  that  Vfir,  and  hardly  o  n  ony  one  of  the  clala  to  be  the 
fir  t  White  child  born  In  the  county.  Let  ua  oil,  h™  the  Polk  county 
Quart  et  t  born  in  here  th  »*v  are: 


*  I 
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A  d-iucrht  er  born  to  isieut.  find  ira,  frier  at  th  e  military  post.  This 
child  only  lived  <  abort  time,  and  waa  burial  at  Tort  Des  Moines,  and 
later  removed  to  the  eastern  home  of  Jol .  Sri  er. 

A  non  born  to  Mr,  and  Ira.  Jo  slab  I.  Thrift,  they  living  at  that 

W 

tia^  in  the  lo«  cabin,  which  ia  now  Union  Park. 

A  son  born  to  Ur,  Rnd  Mrs.  John  3.  Scott,  they  living  at  that  time 
in  their  cabin  on  the  east  side  of  the  river. 

A  daughter,  Anna,  born  to  Ur,  and  ?i_a,  Peter  Newcomer,  they  livinpr 
at  that  time  in  thi  er  lot?  cabin  on  section  IP, 

James  .  Milica  and  Anna  Newcomer  were  married  in  Polk  oounjry. 


Tor.a,  "Au crust'  19.  388?.  Mr,  Mile  was  born  in  Hancock  county,  Indiana 
in  1R/J0.  The  family  came  to  Town,  in  injp,  an1  in  2889  located  on  a 
farm  in  Allen  township,  Polk  county,  (e,  a  son  of  J.  8.  And  Elizabeth 
Scott  "ilia.  J.  3.  Mills  waa  born  in  ^entuefty  in  1818,  and  Elizabeth 
Scott  was  born  in  Indiana  in  1813.  Mr.  3111*8  mother  Joined  him  in 
hi  a  home  here  anti  ahe  died  in  Dea  Uoinea  in  1878,  at  t.he  af»ft  of  87 

VelrS.  "le  ohildren  of  ;^e.  J.  S.  M?lle  was  one  son  and  two 

d  su^ht  era  i  th  •  ^on,  Janes  A  Hills  married  Anna  Newcomer,  the  d’whten 
bar3'h»  Marrl«l  Hanz  *1  Jarter,  who  improved  a  farm  in  Hloomf i  eld  town¬ 
ship,  and  Livy,  wh t>  married  David  Harris,  of.  a  well  known  Pioneer  fam¬ 
ily  of  sou tli  Polk  county. 

J'n'B  illB  fnli?t«3  In  Company  T),  rath  Town,  shortly  after  hie 
rarriare,  m,\  served  nearly  three  years,  it.  wounded  at  th-  battle 
of  .lee.eoa,  *  o  r  r  I  a ,  and  dieoharsed  on  aooount  of  disability,  ’i-turnlnp 
home  fro,,  the  service  he  lived  n  hi  *  father's  farm  In  Mien  township, 
It  b*ln*  one  of  til*  veil  improved  farms  In  that  part  of  Allen  township 
l-ter  dr,  and  Mr..  tills- bought  part  of  t  e  Srvco.ner  homestead,  on  r 
Section  10,  the  burtl.pl  ,o«  of  rs.  JiUa.  here  they  resided  several 
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vwa,  tb-n  locating  In  D*p  MolnaQ  it  Fact  14  th  street  and  Court  Avwi 


ilia  family  of  ,.lr,  and  'St a.  allies,  ari»,  .Tames  married  Ida  feeling; 
C\?',  si  e  mirrl  <*d  Raymond  "vers;  Carrie  ma^rl  *d  7rano1 s  :;y*»ra;  Vlnelie 
oiarrl  ed  ’illiam  Partsfi  <^’jnioe  married  ”1111  f,  Ula  i  F.rl 

l  Idatw»f«8i  1 1  d 
ir,  Mila  dl  ed  in  19  . 

iri2.  Mill  a,  'nna  *ewcoi aer,  born  in  Pollr  oounty,  in  ln^s  is  now 

living  with  her  daughter,  dr*.  Ullia  Uliina,  at  173H  fan  l«th  *tr« 
in  h rr  9 let  y vx . v ear . 


. 


